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ately/* was the reply; and the merchant hurried away, wondering very much why the king wanted to see the man, and hoping that he himself would not get into disgrace on account of anything he had done to make Prasnajit angry.
15.  Have you any idea why the Mng wanted the servant sent to him?
16.  From what the story tells you so far, do you think Prasnajit was a good ruler of Ms kingdom ?
CHAPTER IX.
WHEN Matri-Datta told his servant that he was to go to the palace to see the king, the man was dread-fally frightened, and begged his master not to make him go. This made Matri-Datta pretty sure that he had done something wrong and was afraid of being found out. " Go at once," he said, " and whatever you do, speak the truth to the king. That will be your only chance if you have offended him." Again and again the servant entreated Matri-Datta not to insist, and when he found it was no good, he asked him at least to come with him to the palace and plead for him with Prasnajit. The merchant knew then for certain that something was seriously wrong, and he consented to go to the palace with his servant, partly out of curiosity and partly out of fear for himself. When ,the two got to the palace, the attendants at once led the servant to the .presence of the king, but they would not let the master go with him.